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they embraced with a passionate intensity, and in the heat of that passion lesser religious of judgment (yawm al-din). Many passages in the Qur’an, particularly the “Meccan” 

notions—the expectation of the arrival of the Davidic messiah, for example, or the idea verses, also suggest that Muhammad and his followers believed that the Last Day was not 

that Jesus had, long ago, been that messiah—withered into relative insignificance, at least something in the vague and distant future, but was imminent. 1 Such apocalypticist beliefs 

for a time, particularly when it came to the practical work of building the community. were widespread in the Near East at this time, 2 and in Muhammad’s case could have been 
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full sense, as a distinct religious confession), also sometimes contain reports that suggest the long-term success in the aftermath of the conquests appears more plausible. Seen in 

an early fluidity in “communal” relations among Believers and the other monotheists this way, the Believers may initially have been viewed by the Jewish and Christian (and 

among whom they lived, especially Christians and Jews. Muhammad is said to have perhaps other monotheist) communities in Syria, Iraq, and elsewhere almost as 

written to the Arab chieftain al-Mundhir ibn S5wl of Babrayn (eastern Arabia), “Whoever champions and purifiers of religious ideas to which these communities already 
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